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America Is a Nation of Immigrants and a Nation of Laws Problems with U.S. immigration policy played a big
role in the 2016 presidential election and are likely to do so in election after election until significant changes
are made.
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risen in importance; 3) the impact of each on immigration and immigration policies; 4) the implications of each
for the immigrants themselves; and 5) the implications of each model for the United States as a nation of
immigrants.
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American society 4€” it is a nation of immigrants, a &€cemelting pota€e of people who have come here from
around the globe in search of a better life. The poem may suggest that Americans have historically welcomed
new immigrants, especially the poor, with
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After students read A Nation of Immigrants (Harper Perennial, 2008) by President John F. Kennedy, engage
them in furthering their understanding of immigrant communities and immigration issues in the U.S. a€“
historically and in contemporary times &€“ by using some of the suggested topics and questions below. In
addition, some of the questions below can be used as jumping off points for students to write essays on those
topics proposed by the questions.
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In A Nation of Immigrants Reconsidered, leading scholars of immigration explore how the political and
ideological struggles of the so-called "age of restriction"--from 1924 to 1965--paved the way for the changes
to come.
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These lines are engraved on a bronze plaque beneath the Statue of Liberty and speak to who we are as a
nation of immigrants.View Source; However, the Founding Fathers believed in assimilation as a prerequisite
to citizenship.View Source; James Madison believed the point of immigration was &€ocenot merely to swell the
catalogue of people.
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For immigrants, this past week has been a doozy: First, the United States Citizen and Immigration Services
took the words "nation of immigrants" out of its mission statement.
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was the first revision of US immigration policy since 1924, and that the impetus for it came mostly from a
policy statement found in a little-remembered book by John F. Kennedy, A Nation of Immigrants (New York:
Anti-Defamation League, 1958).
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