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An Obedient Father takes the reader to an India that is both far away and real - into the mind of a character
as tormented, funny, and morally ambiguous as one of Dostoevsky's anti-heroes. This is a subtly rendered
tragicomedy of contemporary India by an enormously gifted young writer.
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Description of the book "An Obedient Father": &€aeA powerful debut novel that establishes Sharma as a
supreme storyteller.&€+a€"Philadelphia Inquirer Ram Karan, a corrupt official in New Delhi, lives with his
widowed daughter and his little granddaughter. Bumbling, sad, ironic, Ram is also a man corroded by a
terrible secret.
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Akhil Sharma is the author of An Obedient Father, winner of the PEN/Hemingway Award and was a New
York Times Notable Book of the Year. His writing has appeared in The New Yorker, The Atlantic, Best
American Short Stories, and O. Henry Award Stories. A native of Delhi, he lives in New York City.
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An Obedient Father, 2001, 286 pages, Akhil Sharma
A supernova in the galaxy of young, talented Indian writers, Sharma debuts with a bold and shocking novel
that casts a mesmerizing spell. Ram Karan is a widower whose widowed daughter, Anita, and ...
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An Obedient Father takes the reader to an India that is both far away and real - into the mind of a character
as tormented, funny, and morally ambiguous as one of Dostoevsky's anti-heroes. This is a subtly rendered
tragicomedy of contemporary India by an enormously gifted young writer.
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The impulse behind the publication of "An Obedient Father" is understandable, but the result is an uneven
book that, though often moving, fails to do justice to its author's considerable talent. Akash Kapur is a
contributing editor at Transition magazine.
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Akhil Sharma was born in Delhi in India and emigrated to the USA in 1979. His stories have been published
in the New Yorker and Atlantic Monthly, and included in The Best American Short Stories and O. Henry Prize
Collections.
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