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Fatal Misconception is the disturbing story of our quest to remake humanity by policing national borders and
breeding better people. As the population of the world doubled once, and then again, well-meaning people
concluded that only population control could preserve the â€œquality of life.â€•
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The book Fatal Misconception introduces both national and international attempts to control populations from
the late nineteenth to the late twentieth centuries. Connelly gives a fresh but convincing definition of
population control, which
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Fatal Misconception: The Struggle to Control World Population is a 2008 book by Matthew Connelly, an
associate professor of history at Columbia University. Efforts to control population have been controversial,
and Connelly argues that "the road to controlling population growth in the 20th century was paved with good
intentions and unpleasant policies that did not work".
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