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informal abortion service providers t hat included all providers of abortion services except Ob-gyns, MBBS
doctors and those qualified in Indian Systems of Medicine (ISMs).
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abortion services from informal providers or chemists. The annual sales of mifepristone and misoprostol in
India are estimated at 11 million doses, while reported abortions number a mere 700 000.6 This huge gap is
probably due to under-reporting of medical abortion by
Can India transition from informal abortion provision to
Informal providers of abortion services exist to varying degrees throughout India and though their use may be
declining in some settings, inefficient public systems, inadequate or expensive ...
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drug vendors and village doctors. Estimates suggests that the informal sector accounts for anywhere
between 9 to 90% of all healthcare interactions (Sudhinaraset et al., 2013). In Bangladesh and Uganda, 87%
and 77%, respectively, of all health providers are in the informal sector (Konde-Lule et al., 2010; Ahmed et
al., 2009).
Does a Ban on Informal Health Providers Save Lives?
There is evidence of women increasingly seeking abortion services from informal providers or chemists. The
annual sales of mifepristone and misoprostol in India are estimated at 11 million doses, while reported
abortions number a mere 700 000.
Can India transition from informal abortion provision to
of certified providers, thereby indicates that access to safe abortion in formal/institutional facilities may not be
as bad as anecdotal evidence has been suggesting. While physical access to abortion services from the
facility perspective does not seem to be a
ABORTION SERVICES IN INDIA REPORT OF A MULTICENTRIC ENQUIRY
informal provider and 2) study the determinants of behavior as an informal provider. Because of the
fragmented legal landscape towards practicing informal providers, they are not be- holden to the same
regulatory mechanisms as are formal providers.
INFORMAL PROVIDERS - India Health Policy Initiative
The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act was passed in 1971 to circumvent the criminality clause around
abortion. Yet the law continues to render invisible women's right to choose. Legal procedures have often
hindered in permitting abortion, resulting in the death of a mother or the foetus.
Experiencing abortion rights in India through issues of
Medical Students for Choice (MSFC) was established in 1993 by students working with NAF who were
concerned about the national shortage of abortion providers, the lack of abortion education in medical
schools and residency programs, and escalating violence against providers.
Educational Resources - National Abortion Federation
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Little is known about the prevalence, safety, or efficacy of informal sector abortion, womenâ€™s experiences
with abortion outside the formal health system, or the impact of informal sector abortion on womenâ€™s
health in South Africa [9, 12, 13]. We also know very little about the mechanisms through which women learn
about informal sector abortion services in South Africa.
Womenâ€™s experiences seeking informal sector abortion
According to a national survey of abortion providers, 23% offer abortions after 20 weeksâ€™ gestation, and
11% do so at 24 weeks.5 Because fewer providers offer abortion care after the first trimester, women must
travel longer distances to obtain later abortions.
Denial of Abortion Because of Provider Gestational Age
PAC providers commonly believe that abortion is a sin, that once a woman has had one abortion she will
make it a habit, and associate contraceptive ... estimated 60% of the population live in informal settle-ments
and about 44% are younger than 15 years. The contraceptive prevalence rate is estimated to 27%, with
Human rights versus societal norms: a mixed methods study
provider objection, lack of provider training, equipment and facilities, affordability and inadequate public
funding, formal and informal procedural requirements, failure to respect confidentiality, stigma and
discrimination, and misinformation regarding the legality of abortion.
ACCESS TO ABORTION REPORTS
Knowledge, attitudes, and practices of certiï¬•ed providers of medical abortion: ... 1111 ISM providers, 1027
nurses/ANMs, and 1595 informal providers in Maharashtra and Bihar. Random samples of providers from
each category of providers and study site were then drawn for the survey,
Knowledge, attitudes, and practices of certified providers
total number of abortion providers in the country, ... of untrained informal-sector providers, including chemists
and other vendors.32,33 Barriers to access include an insufficient number of facilities offering ... Assam.pdf.
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