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Richard Posner argues for a conception of the liberal state based on pragmatic theories of government. He
views the actions of elected officials as guided by interests rather than by reason and the decisions of judges
by discretion rather than by rules.
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A liberal state is a representative democracy constrained by the rule of law. Richard Posner argues for a
conception of the liberal state based on pragmatic theories of government. He views the actions of elected
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Nor have | related legal pragmatism to legal positivism or to democracy, even though the relation between
legal pragmatism and legal positivism is intimate, while that between law and democracy is inescapable for
any legal theorya€"and democratic theory, like legal positivism, comes in pragmatic and nonpragmatic
versions.
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