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Marine mammals are aquatic mammals that rely on the ocean and other marine ecosystems for their
existence. They include animals such as seals, whales, manatees, sea otters and polar bears.They do not
represent a distinct taxon or systematic grouping, but rather have a polyphyletic relation due to convergent
evolution, as in they do not have an immediate common ancestor.
Marine mammal - Wikipedia
From their first appearance in American waters in 1988, zebra mussels have spread to a large number of
waterways, including Lake Simcoe in the Great Lakes region, the Mississippi, Hudson, St. Lawrence, Ohio,
Cumberland, Missouri, Tennessee, Huron, Colorado, and Arkansas Rivers, and 11 lakes and 5 river basins in
Texas.Today, the invasion continues.
Zebra mussel - Wikipedia
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VBrick Revâ„¢
Microplastics are present throughout the marine environment and ingestion of these plastic particles (<1 mm)
has been demonstrated in a laboratory setting for a wide array of marine organisms.
Microplastics in bivalves cultured for human consumption
Mytilus edulis has been harvested for centuries. Blue mussel shells have been found in kitchen middens
dated at 6000 B.C. Until the 19 th century, blue mussels were harvested from wild beds in most European
countries for food, fish bait and as a fertilizer. The initial step for mussel aquaculture was based upon storage
and relaying fishery products.
FAO Fisheries & Aquaculture Mytilus edulis
Microplastics are present in marine habitats worldwide and laboratory studies show this material can be
ingested, yet data on abundance in natural populations is limited.
Occurrence of microplastics in the gastrointestinal tract
Temperature, wind and humidity are three environmental variables that contribute to desiccation, and all can
change rapidly. Winter freezing is generally not a problem along our rocky shore, but humidity and summer
heat modified by wind and seasonal fog, can have their effects.
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