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ambition with French literary tradition, Remembering in Vain represents a "postjournalist's" victory over
"news" and a triumph of belles lettres over more immediate methodologies.
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Not in Vain is a fast paced novel based upon one man's and a small town's outstanding contribution during
the War Between The States. Tiny Prospect, Connecticut sent more men per capita than any other town in
Connecticut and this story takes one family from its early history through several battles to an ironic end.
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These books, along with Remembering in Vain, form a trilogy that places Alain Finkielkraut in a tradition with
other children of World War II-Art Spiegelman in this country, Klaus Theweleit in Germany, the novelist
Patrick Modiano in France-each a self-reflexive, self-critical the- orist of memory.

On Alain Finkielkraut's 'Remembering in Vain': The Klaus
Alice Kaplan points out in the introduction to Remembering in Vain, the main target of Finkielkrautâ€™s
polemics. VergÃ©s willfully attempted to deflate and distort the crimes against humanity charges against his
client by comparing Nazi atrocities committed in France durÂ­ ing the Occupation to French crimes against
Arabs during the Algerian war.
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